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Archbishop of Canterbury Visits Constantinople and Rome 


(Rome) - The Most Rev. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, the Archbishop of Canterbury has 
called upon Pope John XXIII, 


‘The meeting was quiet and with no outward fuss and the barest minimum of cere- 
MONLY e 


It took 55 minutes and what words passed between the two Christian leaders may 
never be revealed. They were alone except for an interpreter and even photographers 
were barred from recording the historic meeting. 


Statements issued following the meeting on behalf of both the Pope and the Arch- 
bishop discussed it in the mildest of terns. All sources emphasized the cordiality 
of the meeting and agreed that there was no discussion of negotiations conceming 
church union. 


The statement by the Archbishop said the Pope had “expressed his great desire.. 
to increase brotherly feelings among all men, especially among all Christians, and 
the Archbishop confirmed out of his knowledge and experience how keen and widespread 
was the desire in many churches to act for the same purpose". 


It said it “was never intended that this should be an occasion for consideration 
of particular problems or issues, and the meeting retained throughout the character 
of a visit of courtesy. It was marked by a happy spirit of cordiality and sympathy, 
such as befitted a notable event in the history of church relations." 


The Archbishop later told reporters that he had greeted the Pontiff with the 
words, "Your Holiness, we are making history", and the Pope had agreed. 
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f Later, the Pope is said to have told cardinals and prelates in the Vatican that 
we remained at the threashold of the great problems". The official Vatican con- 
muniqué related that the Archbishop was received “eraciously by the Supreme Pontiff 
who engaged him for nearly an hour" and that "the Holy Father interested himself 
particularly in the recent journey of the illustrious visitor in various nations of 
the Orient..." It said also that "the conversations, always characterized by senti- 
ments of sympathy, turned also to personal memories of a spiritual nature". 


Particular importance was credited to the meeting of the Archbishop with Augustin 
Cardinal Bea, head of the Secretariat on Christian Unity for the Votioar Councii, . 


During this visit it was reportedly agreed that an immediate liaison should be 
set up between the secretariat and Lambeth Palace (the headquarters of the Angitcan 
Communion) to facilitate the free flow of information in both directions. 


Dr. Fisher is said to have told Cardinal Bea that he considered the Secretariat 
"a very useful organ" and made clear that he would be glad to give assistance and 
would be pleased to know of any ways in which help could be offered in its work. 


Karlier the Archbishop preached the third of three sermons delivered during his 
unprecedented 12-day tour. Addressing a large congregation at Evensong in All Saints! 
Anglican Church, he said of his visit, "This could only happen, I could only have sug— 
gested my visit here, because the Pope on his side made it clear he would receive me 
in a similar spirit in the courtesy of Christian brotherhood. 


"Here is indeed a day of the Lord, like many days of the Lord, simple, unspectac- 
ular, hardly to be observed, a whisper of the still small voice of the Holy Spirit." 


Continuing, the Archbishop outlined what some observers termed his plan for 
“a commonwealth of all churches". Unity, not union is the key-word now, he stressed, 
"for church union or reunion rests above reconciliation of jurisdiction and authoziti- 
98 so that within the one Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church the particular churches 
of Christendom may be duly related to one another in terms of co-ordination and full 
community. But unity is of the spirit and into that unity of discipleship and mutual 
love the churches can enter already and are entering now." 


For two days preceeding his visit to Rome the Archbishop was in Istanbul as the 
guest of His All Holiness, Athenagoras, the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople 
and as “first among equals" the spiritual leader of the Fastern Orthodoxy Church. 


It also was a visit notable for its cordiality and warmth, On his arrival the 
Archbishop was driven straight from the airport to the church of the Phanar, the bee 
of the Ecumenical Patriarch where His All Holiness celebrated the liturgy and offered 
prayers for the unity of all churches. 


Later the two Primates had discussions in the Patriarch's study, which reportedly 
dealt with the possibilities of "a confederation of Christian churches", By this it 
was understood to mean confederational relationship of all churches, regardless of 
their doctrinaldifferences. 


The Patriarch was said to have praised the work of the World Council of Churehes, 
put to have told the Archbishop that it should be enlarged to include Roman Catholics. 
Referring to the Second Vatican (Ecumenical) Council called by Pope John XXIII, the 
Patriarch said that he was willing to ge anywhere for the cause of unity and would 
visit Rome on the condition that he be received as an "equal". 


The two confessional leaders also reportedly agreed to a resumption of theologi- 
cal talks with representatives including the whole Orthodox Church, and not just the 
Greek Orthodox segment, as before. This was understood to be contingent upon a con- 
sultation with heads of the autocephalous churches to be held at a Pan-Orthodox synod 


in Rhodes. 


On Saturday, Dr. Fisher, fresh from his visit in Rome, arrived home in London. 
He told reporters who met him at the airport he was confident the way was now clear for 
i Catholics. “Ramses 


friendlier relations between the Anglicans arid Orthodox and 
BPS, Geneva. 


had been accomplished than I ever expevted," he declared. 
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WCC South African Consultation Opens 


( Johannesburg) - The week-long consultation on race relations of the eight member 
churches in South Africa of the World Council of Churches was opened in Johannesburg, 
Wednesday, December 7. 


The WCC-convened consultation is being held in Cottersloe, a residence hall at 
the University of Witwatersrand, which for years has been fighting for the “open uni- 
versity" principle of non-segregation. Attending are 380 South African church re- 
presentatives and a seven-man WCC delegation. 


Members of the World Council's delegation in a statement issued before their 
departure from Geneva emphasized the multi-racial character of the consultation. They 
said: 


"The task of the consultation is to confront together the acute problem of race 
relations in South Africa, Its purpose is to seek a common mind on the specific re- 
sponsibility of the Church in this connection and to do so in the light of the corpor- 
ate statements made by the churches in many countries. The World Council's delega+ 
tion goes to South Africa with the readiness to learn and with the desire to inter- 
pret the convictions on group relations held in its member churches in all continents," 


An editorial in the Christian Recorder, an independent journal published in 
Transvaal, said the consultation “could be the nost important single event in the life 
of South Africa for a decade", 


"Although party politics as such will rightly be eschewed at this conference," 
it said, it is difficult to see how next week's deliberations can avoid affecting the 
political thinking of the community as a whole - if by politics in this sense is meant 
the direction of our way of life in a multi-racial society. 


"In consequence," it added, "the conference will have not only the prayers of all 
worried Christians in South Africa, but the warm wishes of all men and women of good- 
will of other beliefs, as well in this riven land." 


Members of the WCC delegation are: Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, Iutheran, 
chairman of the WCC Central Committee; Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary; 
Dr. Wilhelm Niesel, Wuppertal, Germany, Reformed, a member of the Central Gonmnittee; 
Sir Francis Ibiam, Nigeria, Presbyterian; Bishop Lakdasa De Mel, Ceylon, Anglican; 
Mr. Charles Parlin, USA, Methodist; and Dr. Robert S. Bilheimer, WCC associate 
general secretary. EE , Geneva. 


Dutch Reformed Church Denounces Book on Apartheid 


(Johannesburg) - The Commission of General Assembly of the Dutch Reformed Church of 
Africa has issued a statement “repudiating” and "rejecting" the book, “Delayed Action", 
in which eleven Dutch Reformed theologians condemn apartheid as unscriptural and 
morally unjustifiable. (See EPS, No. 45) 


The commission said it was aware that a number of its office-holders had associ- 
ated themselves with the authors of the controversial volume, but that it "wishes em- 
phatiically to repudiate and reject the action of this eroup". It declared: 


"The commission is convinced that the activities of this group must necessarily 
lead to the acceptance of integration or race miscegenation. Inasmuch as the church 
has from earlier times rejected race miscegenation and accepted the parallel existence 
or co-existence, the commission declares that race miscegenation is immoral and un- 
Christian, Inevitably it leads to violation of the human dignity of the Bantu races. 


With cynical indifference it also imperils the spiritual heritage of our people." 
EPS, Geneva. 
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Week of Prayer, January 18 - AS aD len: 
FOR RELEASE AFTER JANUARY 1, 1961 


(Geneva) - Christians around the world will offer prayers for an end to the divie= 
sions which separate them in the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18-25, 


In more than fifty countries - in thatched roofed chapels in Burma, in towering 
cathedrals in Germany, in the neat, white colonial churches of the United States - 
they will gather in special services to offer intercessions "that all may be one". 


The annual observance is sponsored by the Faith and Order Commission of the 
World Council of Churches, which each year issues a special leaflet containing sug- 
gested prayers and Bible readings as a guide for public prayer and private devotions. 


Theme of this year's observance is "I am the light of the world", (John VIII, 
ojo in keeping with the theme of the World Council's Third Assembly, to be held 
late next year, "Jesus Christ, the Light of the World" and its associate themes of 
unity, witness and service. 


The same theme is also used in the leaflet prepared for Roman Catholics parti- 
cipating in the Week of Prayer observances sponsored by the “Association Unité Chré- 
tienne" in Lyon, France. 


Both the World Council's and the Roman Catholic leaflets will be printed in 
more than a dozen languages and combined distribution is expected to exceed last 
year's record of more than 1,000,000 copies. 


Observances of the Week will take different forms in different areas. In many 
communities Christians of different confessional backgrounds will gather in the same 
service. In others the services of different confessions will ve held at the same 
time. 


In many areas special lectures on Christian unity will be given under joint 
Roman Catholic and Protestant auspices. 


In a letter to the WC's 178 member churches, Dr. Keith R. Bridston, Faith and 
Order Commission secretary, urges that "prayer for unity should be realistic" and 
not “an evasive substitute for thinking". 


"We must struggle with the hard realities of the ‘irreconcilable differences! 
in faith and order between the churches," he writes. "Tf that dogmatic realism and 
integrity are not present in our ecumenical prayer, it soon becomes weak and insipid 
sentimentalism which is neither tasty nor strengthening. Nevertheless, paradoxic-— 
ally, even prayer with different purposes, with different dogmatic presuppositions, 
is common prayer. Whatever its particular intentions, all true prayer for unity is 
common because it is offered to One Lord, and, however different our understandings 
of unity may be, 'the Spirit helps us in our weakmess; for we do not know how to 
pray as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with sighs too deep for 
words',"(Rom.VIII, 26) EPS, Geneva. 


(Copy of the WCC leaflet is enclosed with this issue of BPS) 


Independent "Y" Established in Kenya 
(Nairobi) -~ The YMCA of Kenya has been formally established in a ceremony at Nairobi. 


Its formation brings to an end the period in which it was an extension of the 
British Movement. More than one-half of the members of the newly independent or- 
ganization are Africans. 


The Rev. A. C. Fraser, London, overseas secretary of the British YMCA, read a 
formal letter from the British group transmitting "all property and all authority 
that we now have" to the new Kenya group. The new body is expected to apply shortly 


for formal membership in the World Alliance of YMCA's. EPS, Geneva. 
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Methodist Minister Heckled by Racist Crowds 


(New Orleans) - The action of a Methodist minister who defied kicking, screaming, 
taunting demonstrators to take his daughter past picket lines into an integrated 
school may have turned the tide in this city's integration crisis. 


Last Monday, whon the Rev. Lloyd Foreman took his five year old daughter, Pamela 
Lynn, into the school she was the only white child enrolled. By Friday, ten white 
children, including Pamela Lynn, were back in school and the boycott showed signs of 
weakening, 


“If it wasn't for him we would have won our fight," an angry woman told report- 
ers. 


Mr. Foreman, who is minister of St. Mark's Methodist Church, said he was only 
exercising his right as a citizen to rear his child as he sought fit. "I kove this 
country, and I want to abide peacefully by the will of the majority and to teach my 
SHildeto-d0. SO. I could not stand idly by and not take a stand which would show the 
nation that the mob is not typical," 


The New Orleans situation has been as bitter as any in the south. The bitter- 
ness has been fed by what police have called “the cheer-leaders" a group of hard-core 
segregationalist mothers who show up daily to push, hit, chant and jeer at the few 
white parents who have persisted in taking their children to the integrated school. 

EPS, Geneva. 


south African Anglicans Support Stronger Ties with Reformed Churches 


(Capetown) - The Synod of the Anglican Church of the Province of South Africa has 
pledged "full support of the Anglican bishops in maintaining and strengthening con- 
tacts with other churches — especially the Dutch Reformed Churches." 


The motion approved by the Synod was advanced by Archdeaoon D. A. Bailey of 
Bloemfontein who, in a referral to the rift between the two bodies over apartheid, 
said that it was "undeniable" that at times there have been "feelings" between them, 


But, he added, "a great deal of heart-searching has been taking place inside the 
Dutch Reformed Church. Twenty-five years ago the Dutch Reformed Church attitude was 
that apartheid, or segregation, was based on the Scriptures. Today that attitude 


has been withdrawn - something for which we should be deeply grateful." 
EPS, Geneva. 


Presbyterians, Congregationalists Issue Joint Statement 

(Geneva) - Leaders of the International Congregational Council and the World Presby- 
terian Alliance have issued a joint statement affirming their common convictions and 
calling for increased co-operation between the two bodies. 


The statement, which is unofficial, was prepared at a meeting of five leaders 
of each of the confessions held in August and released last week in Geneva, The 
two bodies together represent some sixty million Christians belonging to the Reformed 


wradLoLon. 


The statement notes the increasing number of united churches which incorporate 
both Congregational and Presbyterian elements in their make-up and the conviction that 
the drawing together of the two bodies would be a practical step within the larger 
ecumenical picture. 


But, it-declares, it is recognized that “union is only a first step and with the 
consummation of union our obligations and responsibilities are not fulfilled. 


A section on “common witness" declares that neither of the two bodies “exists 
as an end in itself, but that each seeks to be an instrument through which the whole 
Church is served, At the same time we are convinced that the Reformed witness is a 
valid contribution that should be made through appropriate channels to today's world. 
Specially we have in mind our concern for truth of every kind, our belief that the 
Church is not the truth nor can she claim possession of all truth, but that she must 


continually seck to receive it from God." 


Specific recommendations for closer relations made by the group and approved 
by the Executive Committees of both confessional organizations, include synchroni- 
zing the dates of the General Councils in 1964 and holding them in neighbouring 
towns; publishing informative articles and documents in each other's periodicals, 
and appointing a Joint Commission to work on the Reformed Doctrine of the Church in 
the light of Congregational and Presbyterian history. EPS, Geneva. 


German Churches Continue World Food Programme 


—etmoan vnurenes vontinue Wo3 
(Berlin) - The second year of the "Bread for the World" campaign of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (EKD) and the German Evangelical Free Churches has been inaugura- 
ted at special ceremonies in West Berlin. : 


An appeal issued jointly by Bishop Otto Dibelius, of Berlin, chairman of the 
EKD Council, and Methodist Bishop Friedrich Wunderlich of Frankfurt-on-Main, said 
the campaign was to be "a bridge of peace and a step toward reconciliation between 
the peoplesof Europe and our brothers in Asia, Africa and South America whose con- 
fidence in us must not be disappointed". 


"Millions of hungry and sick people... are wiiting for our help," the appeal 
Said. "God will not tolerate that the rich are getting even richer while the 
hungry get even poorer." 


Funds collected during last year's campaign totaled close to 20,000,000 DM 
(about $4,800,000) - more than any previous collection under EKD auspices. The 
money is being used for food shipments, immediate aid measures and long range ag- 
ricultural, medical and housing programmes in underdeveloped areas. A substantial 
part will go to the World Council of Churches' programme to aid “areas of acute 
human need". EPS, Geneva» 


Four Us Churches Urged to Unite 

(San Francisco) - A proposal for unification of four of the major Protestant bodies 
in the United States, has been advanced by Dr. Bugene Carson Blake, chief executive 
officerof the United Presbytcrian Church in the USA,and a member of the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


Dr. Blake made his proposal in a sermon preached at a service held in the 
Protestant Episcopal Cathedral in connection with the meeting in San Francisco, of 
the six-day triennial general assembly of the National Council of Churches. 


Under the propcsal the following four churches would be involved in the mergers 
the Methodist Church, with 10,000,000 members; the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
3,000,000 members; the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, 3,000,000 members; 
and the United Church of Christ, 2,225,000 members. 


Dr. Blake expressed the hope that the proposal would be presented to the 
Presbyterian General Assembly at its meeting in May, and to the triennial convention 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, which meets in the fall. 


The core of the proposal is that it would bring together churches of both the 
"catholic" (for example Anglo-Catholic) and of the reformed, protestant and evangeli- 
cal traditions, and that "such a union would have within it the kind of broad and 
deep agreement which given promise;of much wider union that seems possible at the 
present moment, looking ultimately to the reunion of the whole of Christ's Church.” 


Dr. Blake said the reunited Church should incorporate these principles of the 
catholic tradition: 


1. “Visible and historical continuity with the Church of all ages... without 
adopting any particular theory of historic succession... (it) shall provide at its 
inception for the consecration of all its bishops by bishops and presbyters both in 
the apostolic succession and out of it from all over the world from all Christian 
churches which would authorize or permit thom to take part." Previous conversa- 

tions in the United States to bring together churches of these traditions have 
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stumbled on the Episcopal Church's requirement that clergymen from other churches be 
reordained by Episcopal bishops in the historic line of succession. Dr. Blake 
pointed out that in the Church of South India this difficulty had been overcome.) 


2. It would "clearly confess the historic trinitarian faith received from the 
Apostles and set forth in the Apostles! and Nicean Creeds" 


3. It would "administer the two sacraments instituted by Christ, the Lord's 
Supper (or Holy Communion, or Eucharist) and Baptism, These must be understood 
truly as Means of Grace by which God's Grace and presence are made available to his 
people." 


Principles of the reformation tradition which it must incorporate are: 


1. "She principle of continuing reformation under the Word of God by the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit; 


ee 


2. "hh tru’y democratic system of government 


3. "i seeking in a new way to recapture the brotherhood and sense of fellow- 
ship of all its members and ministers". 


Finally, he said, “the reunited Church must find the way to include within its 
catholicity (and because of it) a wide diversity of theological formulation of the 
faith and a variety of worship and liturgy including worsuip that is non-liturgical. 


The sermon was hailed by the Rt. Rev. James A, Pike, Bishop of the Episcopal 
Diocese of California, who called it "the most sound and inspiring proposal for 
unity of the church in this country which has ever been made in its history". 


"I hope and pray." said Bishop Pike, "that the plan will be received by the 
four churches - and others —- in the Christian spirit in which it has been offered 
and that definite action toward its fulfillment will soon be forthcoming. I shall 
certainly labour to this end." EPS, Geneva. 


Russian Orthodox Church Sets Up Inter-Church Commission 


(Moscow) - Patriarch Alexis, head of the Russian Orthodox Church, has set up a com-— 
mission to deal with relations with other churchss. 


Named chairman of the body was Metropolitan Pitirim of Leningrad and Lagoda. 
Its members include: Bishop Nikodim of Podolsk, president of the Foreign Department 
of the Church; Bishop Pimen of Dmitrov, administrator of the Moscow Patriarchate; hs 
Bishop John of Berlin-Karlshorst, Exarch of Central Europe; Archpriest W. M. Borovoj, — 
représentative of the president ae the Foweign Department; Archpriest K. I, Rushizki, 
dean of the Theological Academy, Moscow; and Professor N. D. Uspenski, of the The- 
ological Academy in Leningrad. EPS, Geneva. 


National Council in US Studies Steel Strike Implications 
(New York) - The ethical implications of the 116-day steel strike in the United 
States are examined in a unique study produced by a special committee of the National 
Council of Churches (USA). The walk-out took place early this year. 

In the study, the 17-committee deal with concentration of power and bigness , 
government intervention, causes of the strike and the role of mass communications 
in the dispute. 

The findings question the usefulness of strikes in today's society, uphold 
colle ctive bargaining and call for a revision of the Taft Hartley Act. 


The two most difficult ethical problems posed by the strike, the committee con— 
cluded, were the responsible use of power and honesty in using mass communications. 
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; Head of the study oommittee was the Hon. Charles P. Taft, Cincinnati, 0., pro- 
minent Episcopal layman, Members of the committee were lay experts and clergy, but 
not representatives from citherthe steel industry or the union. The study, which is 


unofficial, will be distributed by the NCC to its 33 Protestant and Orthodox member: 
Churches. 


oes is tempting to some people to say 'a plague on both your houses!" says the 
forword, But this is not the spirit in which this study was made nor is assessing 
blame for the dispute between the parties the purpose which the report is intended to 
serve." 


An editorial in the New York Times praised the NCC for its “outstanding public 
service" in preparing the study. It described it as "not just a post-mortem, but also 
as a sermon on what the nation can do to be saved from such prodigous wastes as 116 
days of idle steel hands, cold furnaces and superheated controversy. The timing is 
faust rishi." EPS, Geneva. 


Appeal for Aid for Apartheid Opponents 


(London) - A new appeal for £200,000 (US$560 ,000) has been launched in London by 
Christian Action towards the cost of defending the thirty persons now on trial for 
treason in South Africa and helping their families. 


The appeal was made on behalf of the Union by novelist Alan Paton, president 
of the South African Liberal Party, Mr. Paton said if the 30 people still om trial 
are convicted it is likely that similar proceedings will be taken against 61 others 
whose indictments were "quashed" by the High Court, but who were never formally ac- 
quitted. 


Funds totalling more than £100,000 to aid prisoners and their families had pre- 
viously been raised by Christian Action. HPS, Geneva. 


In Brief 


When the Kaiser-Wilhelm memorial church in Berlin is restored, it will be used for 
weekday noon services for people working in the area. Bishop Otto Dibelius of 
Berlin brought the idea back from his visit to the USA where he had the opportunity 
on two occasions during his short stay to hold midday services for workers and em- 
ployees. 

* * 


The first ecumenical student hostel in Vienna will be built on the site of the 
Garrison Church, which was badly damaged during the war. The hostel will be open 
both to Austrians and to foreigners of all confessions. It will contain single and 
double rooms, club-rooms, common-rooms and reading-rooms, and a room for services. 


* *% 


The Scandinavian Mission Council has requested its member-councils ta co-operate with 
the various student Christian organizations to aid the growing number of non-white 
students coming to Scandinavia to study. The Mission Council suggested that student 
hostels be built in which these and Scandinavian students could live together. LG 
+s estimated that 65% of the non-white students who study in Scancinavin axe 
Christians. 

% 


The Burma Christian Council has sponsored a three-day seminar on Buddhism attenJed 

by Buddhist, Methodist, Anglican and youth organization representatives. The seminar 
was organized in response to the urging of many Christian leaders, for greater under- 
standing of the religion in this predominantly Buddhist country. 


* * 
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An organization representing both Protestant and Roman Catholic churches in New 
Zealand has issued a statement opposing introduction of commercial television into 
New Zealand, The Interchurch Council on Public Affairs declared that “ownership 
and control of television stations should be in the hands either of a government 
department or of a public corporation", 


* * 
Dr. Murray S. Stedman, Jr., has been named general director of interpretation for 


the National Council of Churches (USA), effective denuUaryel. He will succeed James 
W. Wine, who resigned this fall to become advisor for religious affairs to President- 


elect John F. Kennedy. For the past three years Mr. Stedman has been director of 
the Office of Information of the United Presbyterian Church, USA. 
x * 


The Vatican Radio has inaugurated daily French-language broadcasts beamed at West 
Africa. A spokesman said the reason for the new broadcasts was "the growing in- 
portance of Africa", 


* * 


A sudden increase in the flow of European refugees from the Chinese Mainland into 
Hong Kong, is reported. During the past two months a total of 567 persons regis* 
tered with World Council of Churches refugee officials for aid as contrasted with 
an average of sixty or seventy per monthpraviously recorded. WCC officials will 
help them secure visas and will make arrangements to place many of the aged and ill 
in special church homes in Europe. 


* * 


Bishop Nikodim, head of the foreign office of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, has been named a member of the working committee preparing for the 
All-Christian Peace Assembly to be held next June in Prague. Plans for the Assembly, 
including a programme to use press and radio to keep the public informed of its 
preparations, were made at a recent meeting of the Committee in Prague. 


* %* 


Patriarch Alexis, head of the Russian Orthodox Church, is making a month-long tour 
of the Middle and Near East, Accompanying the 83-year old Patriarch on the trip 
are sixteen other Russian church leaders. His itinerary includes Alexandria, Egypt; 
Damascus, Syria; Jerusalem and Athens, and probably Gonstantinople. 


45 * 


Funds totaling more than 15,000,000 Finish marks (US$ 45 ,000) - five times the 
amount sought - have been raised by the Finnish Mission Society, for Ovamboland, 
South-West Africa, where thousands are reported in need as the result of a recent 
famine. 

* 


The Protestant student group in Frankfurt-an-Main, which has been working for a long 
time to promote contacts between German and foreign students, has started a Moslem- 
Protestant study groups Twice a month discussions are held on the theological 
differences between Islam and Christianity. 


TA TAD 


The parents of the Thomaner Choirboys in Leipzig have unanimously insisted on the 
retention of the choir's “church character", and on the continuance of Christian 
education in thé choir's boarding-school. If any "changes" are introduced in 
the boys! curriculum, they states, they would immediately remove their children from 


the choir school. (See EPS, No.43) 
% * 
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Special Report 
Worldwide Protestant Missionary Force Continues to Grow 
There are 42,250 Protestant miss“onaries serving in countries other than their 
own, according to a recent survey published by the Missionary Research. Library in 


New York, 
Of this number, 27,219 or 64.4%, are from North America (the United States and 


Canada) , the Study by Dr. Frank W. Price and Clara E. Orr, published in the Occasion- 
al Bulletin of the Library for November 23rd, states. Although the subject is 


! : * a . rs . A 
‘North American Protestant Foreign Missions in 1960", the survey also reveals some 
interesting facts about the worldwide Protestant missionary forces. 


According to a table included in the study, 7,000 missionaries are sent by 
agencies in the United Kingdom. Australia sends 1,763, Swdden 1,541, and Germany 
L009, "Younger churches" now send over 100 missionaries to lands other than. their 
OWN. In 1911 the worldwide Protestant missionary force was 21,307, with 7,239 from 
North America. . | 


The report notes that 15,031, or 35.6%, of the Protestant missionary force 
pecs, comes from Burope, Australia, New Zealand, the Union of South Africa, and 
younger churches". A general estimate of income for foreign missions in countries 
other than North America is between 40 and 50 million dollars. US and Canadian 
income for missionary agencies reached nearly 170 million dollars in 1959. 


' The survey reveals that while the world missionary force has increased nearly 
threefold in sixty years, the North American missionary personnel has increased four- 
fold. "The increase in the number of national church leaders of all'kinds, both 
professional workers and laymen, if it could be surveyed, would certainly be mudh 
larger, and indeédmore significant." 


"The small but growing number of foreign missionaries sent out by the ‘younger 
churches!’ of Asia and Africa and the Pacific to other countries is a significant 
and hopeful sign," the report observes. "As the whole church in the whole world 
beeomes a missionary church, it will be. more and more difficult to compare the range 
and influence of missionary work accomplished, although at present it seems that the 
American societies bear a heavier responsibility in personnel and finance. That 
there are dangers as well as opportunities in such a responsibility is apparent 
“Gommony .” 

' 

The North Amcrican missionary force has increased 81 per cent during the past 
decade and missionaries serve in 146 countries, The report was based on responses 
from 421 boards and societiés. Independent missionary societies showed greater 
gains and a decrease of 3.2 per cent was recorded for the 94 boards and affiliated 
agencies working through the Division of Foreign Missions of the National Council 
of Churches, USA, 


The survey includes the Evangelical Foreign Missions Association with 43 re-. 
lated societies and the fundamentalist Associated Mission Agencies of the Inter- 
Mational Council of Christian Churches. Another group of 131 boards and agencies 
is composed of "independents" who report 5,093 missionaries. 


The report on the current missionary force is one of a series of surveys under- 
taken by the Missionary Research Library, 3041 Boradway, New York ef, New York smile 
library is a repository for historical materials on the worldwide Christian mission 
as well as a research and study centre. It is considered the largest and most 
complete international Christian library. Housed in quarters provided by Union 
Theological Seminary in New York, it is supported by the Division of Foreign Missions 
of the National Council of Churches, related boards, and individual donors. 
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Recent studies include those on "The Missionary Vocation Toady", "The Role of 
the Missionary in Rapidly Changing Society", and “Ecumenical Streams in Protestant 
Christianity". The study on "ecumenical streams" by Dr. Frank W. Price, director 
of the library, estimates that the number of Protestant Christians related to. the. 
World Council of Churches is probably between 120 and 150 million while the number 
related to the World Evangelioal Fellowship is 20 to 25 million. . 


Dr. Price points out that his figures reveal the relationship of denominational 
groups in each country to the World Council’ or other world Christian fellowship. 
The total number of denominational groups is 1,382 while the total constituent 
membership of the World Council is 178 church bodies, between 13 and 14 per. cent. 
However, within the membership of the World Council is about 60 per cent of the 
“ total Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox communities in all parts of the World. 


"The World Council, and also the World Evangelical Fellowship, is weakest in 
Latin America and Africa and strongest in Asia as far as ‘lands of the younger ©: 
churches! are concerned. About 70 per cent of the churches in the World Council 
belong to Europe, the United States, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand." 


Dr. Price claims that it is "truer to the facts to speak of ecumenical streams 
rather than any one ecumenical river in Protestant Christianity". The study in- 
cludes a world survey of population and Protestant community by country, followed 
by proportion of Protestant adherents to total population. 


"The sparsest Protestant population is in the Middle East and North Africa. 
In spite of long and earnest missionary efforts less than one per cent of Asia is 
Protestant Christian...- About eight per cent of the world's population today 
is Protestant Christian, 17 per cent is Roman Catholic, and five per -cent is Or— 4 
thodox and ancient Eastern, a total of 30 per cent," Dr. Price observes. 


"But, if present rates of growth in world population and in the Christian 
community continue, the proportion of the total Christian community by the year \ 
2,000 A.D, may be 20 per cent and Protestants may be only five per cent of the 
people on our globe." ; EPS, Geneva. 
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